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The Circuit Rider Published January 30, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to 
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/2D2B5B9FCF6E4D5D88C2DD02BC67A8D5_2011_MississippiConference_UMC_Journal-Vol1.pdf  
to view or download.

21  He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture 
is fulfilled in your hearing.”
22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 
Joseph’s son?” they asked. 
23 Jesus said to them,”Surely you will quote this prov-
erb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in 
Capernaum.’”
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in 
Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 
26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in 
Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed-only Naaman the Syrian.”
28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took 
him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through 
the crowd and went on his way.”  – Luke 4:21-30, New International Version (NIV)
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• February 3, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will deliver the sermon at the 
closing Eucharist of the Annual Council of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Jackson Convention Complex.      

• February 4, 2013 (Monday)
Camp Lake Stephens is hosting an event from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. for Residency in Ministry. Bishop Swanson is provid-
ing the training. This event is for provisional clergy only.

Bishop Swanson Visits  
Congressman Thompson
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and Mississippi Con-
gressman Bennie Thompson met for the first time on 
Tuesday, January, 29 at Thompson’s office in Bolton. 
One might describe their introduction as kindred spir-
its of United Methodist men who are getting acquaint-
ed for the first time and the one thing they share in common for certain is 
their devotion to the church. Swanson is the Resident Bishop for the Missis-
sippi Annual Conference. Congressman Thompson is a long time member of 
Asbury United Methodist Church, also located in Bolton.  

 The pair spent more than an hour sharing stories about their ties to the Unit-
ed Methodist Church and the challenges they face as leaders with a responsi-
bility to help strengthen the lives of others. Both are particularly concerned 
for those living in the neighborhoods of United Methodist churches.

“You can’t ignore your surroundings,” said Congressman Thompson who also 
expressed his hope that Bishop Swanson would become the voice in promot-
ing excellent leaders for the UMC in Mississippi.

 “You are part 
of that fresh air 
people need to feel 
and smell as often 
as they can,” Thompson commented.

 Thompson pledged they would collaborate on faith matters and 
growth of the UMC.

 “I look forward to developing a wonderful working relationship with 
the Congressman and knowing he is a member of the church makes 
me proud and I know because of that our church will be much better,” 
said Bishop Swanson.

 The visit also included an open invitation for Bishop Swanson to go 
hunting with Congressman Thompson.

U.S. Representative of Mississippi’s 2nd Con-
gressional District, Bennie Thompson (right) 
meets Mississippi Resident Bishop James  
Swanson, Sr.

Bishop Swanson offers one last handshake after his 
meeting with Congressman Thompson.
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Volunteers Contribute to Methodist Rehab Success
By Jasmine Haynes

Seeking a New Year’s resolution that will help others this year? Volunteering is a noble 
ambition and a worthwhile use of time and support. Nurturing and devoted health fa-
cilities like the Methodist Rehabilitation Center are always in need for caring volunteers 
to makes a difference in the lives of patients.

The Methodist Rehabilitation Center is Mississippi’s only comprehensive rehabilita-
tion hospital. The hospital treats people who have suffered a stroke, brain, neurologi-
cal, orthopedic or spinal injury. The Methodist Rehabilitation Center was named as 

one of only 16 Traumatic Brain Injury Model 
Systems in the nation. The hospital’s accolades also include being the only hospital in 
Mississippi to be ranked twice as one of America’s Best by U.S. News & World Report.

Volunteers play an influential role in the hospital’s success and information desk 
volunteer, Carol Wiley, said she feels that even the little things contribute to patient’s 
experience at the hospital. “They are always glad to have someone greet them and talk to 
them,” said Wiley.

Methodist Rehabilitation volunteer, Charlie Lott, shared that helping patients half a day 
once a week has given him a new perspective. “You see the people there who have physi-
cal problems and you count your blessings,” said Lott.

According to Wilson Research Foundation Executive Director, Chris Blount, 80 percent 
of the patients admitted to the Methodist Rehabilitation Center are able to return home 

and live independently. “It is amazing to see what God can do through a ministry like this and when you see the volunteers and all 
the staff and how much they love helping people—I’ve really been blessed to be a part of it,” said Blount.

Like Charlie Lott, the majority of the hospital’s volunteers are United Methodists. Not only are they givers of their time but many 
of the individual financial gifts come from United Methodists as well, according to Blount.

 Those interested in becoming part of the Methodist Rehabilitation volunteer team should call the Director of Volunteer Services, 
Bettye Sullivan at 601-364-3474.

Bethlehem Enrollment Jump Creates Need for Van
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt   

There has been an increase in afterschool enrollment at the Bethlehem Center 
in Jackson. This is great news for the center which sits in the heart of one of the 
poorest areas in Jackson with a mission to aide the neighborhood and low in-
come families by offering affordable childcare. Enrollment is up from 15 children 
to 25 since the start of the 2012-13 school year. However, the surge has produced 
the need for another passenger van, especially on Wednesday, the only day of the 
week that Galloway United Methodist Church is unable to lend the center their 
van.  Thanks to the generosity of Galloway, two vans are used to pick up children 

from seven schools and trans-
port them to the Bethlehem 
Center.

“Galloway continues to be so 
gracious to us. We have been 
using their vans the last year and 
half, but desperately need our 
own,” said Mattie Johnson, executive director of Bethlehem Center.    

Mattie Johnson, executive director of  
the Bethlehem Center in Jackson greets 
Kimberly Steel who is arriving to the  
center for the after school program.

Charlie Lott (right) along side Meth-
odist Rehabilitation Center patient.

Information desk volunteer, 
Carol Wiley 

Kimberly Steel and Shetavia Tarvin seen near the van that takes them to 
the afterschool program at the Bethlehem Center in Jackson.
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The center has one 15 passenger van. On hump day, its driver makes multiple 
trips to the elementary schools which delays pick up at the middle school subse-
quently cutting down on the time children spend with volunteer tutors and work 
study students from Millsaps College who help the youngsters with homework.    

Parents pay $55 per week for one child in the Bethlehem Center afterschool pro-
gram.   The cost is the same during the summer when the kids are at the center all 
day.   The transportation hassle is also an issue in the summer time.  

 “When we take field trips, we have to take one group, drop them off with a 
teacher and come back for the group or we take one group one day and another 
group the next day,” said Johnson.    

Johnson is interested in hearing from anyone who may want to donate a passen-
ger van to the center.

“We will take a used van. It doesn’t matter as long as it is something they would 
put their children or grandchildren in,” said Johnson.  

The Bethlehem Center is a National Mission Institution related to the United Methodist Church which provides a free income tax 
assistance program, a counseling center and various community development initiatives in addition to affordable quality child-
care.    

To contact Mattie Johnson call, 601-355-0224 or email to bethlehemjackson@bellsouth.net.

New Grant Helps Battle Diseases of Poverty
From the United Methodist Church (www.umc.org)    

Nashville, Tenn. – The United Methodist Church’s efforts to battle malaria and 
HIV in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) will get a boost, thanks to a 
$1.3 million grant from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis  
and Malaria.  

Using a comprehensive global health approach, the funding will be used to 
implement a program to reduce death and suffering from both malaria and HIV, 
two diseases that affect millions of people in the DRC and account for billions 
of dollars in lost productivity in Africa. The program will emphasize training of 
health professionals and communities to adequately diagnose and treat malaria and HIV, as well as the provision of health facili-
ties, medication and supplies needed to do so.

The grant is the second for The United Methodist Church in the DRC, which received $400,000 in 2011 to conduct malaria-
control programming that benefited about 300,000 people living in about 200 communities. The new grant will allow United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and their partner Santé Rural (Rural Health) to expand their malaria work to addi-
tional health zones while also beginning HIV/AIDS programming in areas encompassing more than a million people. Santé Rural 
(Rural Health), established by the Christ Church of the Congo in the 1980s to improve rural health in the DRC, manages funds 
received from local government and international organizations and distributes them among partner groups working toward the 
same goal.

“This is a chance for us to broaden our experience in HIV programming,” said Amber Kubera, UMCOR Senior Program  
Manager.

The grant also provides an opportunity to expand the malaria programming for which UMCOR is already well known. The grant 
was made possible through the joint efforts of UMCORand Imagine No Malaria, who are working together to create health infra-
structure through the creation of in-country health boards.

Through Imagine No Malaria, The United Methodist Church was the first faith-based organization to partner with The Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the world’s leading source of funding to fight diseases of poverty in developing 
countries.

Veronica Herrin, a Millsaps College work 
study student helps a child with his home-
work at the Bethlehem Center.



“This is exactly what we had hoped for when we initiated this partnership,” said Bishop Thomas Bickerton, chair of the United 
Methodist Global Health Initiative. “We’ve opened a door that can potentially benefit broad-based United Methodist efforts to-
wards improving global health that goes even beyond the Imagine No Malaria campaign.”

About UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the not-for-profit global humanitarian aid organization of The 
United Methodist Church.  UMCOR is working in more than 80 countries worldwide, including the United States.  Our 
mission, grounded in the teachings of Jesus, is to alleviate human suffering-whether caused by war, conflict, or natural 
disaster, with open hearts and minds to all people. 

About Imagine No Malaria 
Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary ministry of the people of The United Methodist Church, putting faith into action 
to end preventable deaths from malaria in Africa, especially the death of a child or a mother. With a comprehensive ap-
proach to fighting this killer disease, Imagine No Malaria empowers the people of Africa to improve health infrastructure 
and achieve a sustainable victory over malaria.

MS Advent Grant Awards Hit Record High 
By Jasmine Haynes

After careful review of the 2012 Advent grant applications, the committee awarded 46 out 
of 57 applicants a total of $107,000. This is the largest amount of grants and funds award-
ed since the program’s inception three years ago.

Last December United Methodist churches and ministries had the opportunity to apply for 
Advent Grants from the Mississippi United Methodist Conference as a financial supple-
ment with a new ministry. According to Rev. Eric Sanford, Chair of the Grants Commit-
tee, those who request grants are not required to have ministries related to Christmas or 
Advent. “We are primarily looking for projects that reach new people, address issues of 
poverty or health or show a collaborative effort between churches on projects for the king-
dom,” said Sanford.

The Grants Committee gave awards to various outreach programs ranging from food pan-
tries and clothes closets to weekend meals for children and prison ministries.

Mississippi United Methodist Conference employee, Brenda McGloster, sees awarding 
Advent Grants as more than just helping ministries financially but as a partnership. “It allows new ministries to be birthed that 
here at the conference office, we may or may not be aware of so it allows the conference to share in the good things that are taking 
place in the districts,” said McGloster.

In order to keep the number of Advent grant recipients climbing Sanford decided to release the application for grants at the 2013 
Annual Conference scheduled for June 6 - 9 at the Jackson Convention Complex. 

Bishop Visits New Albany District
By Cheryl Farr,  
New Albany District Communications

The New Albany District gathered Sunday, January 27, 
to welcome Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. to the Dis-
trict and the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. 
Over 400 Methodists enjoyed worship through song 
by the Rust College A’ Cappella Choir before Bishop Swanson took the floor to deliver the message, and what a message it was! 
The sermon, titled “What Would a Shinning Church Look Like” reminded us all that the future of the United Methodist Church 
lies with those who serve in the church. “Our Lord says you are the light of the world.....Imagine what it would be like if you acted 
like it,”said Swanson. 

Page 5



People are drawn to other positive, 
uplifting people. If the church and 
individuals are positive and uplifting 
about church and what churches do for 
the Kingdom, people will want to come. 
Will they occasionally fail? Of course 
they will because no one is perfect.

A special thanks to the ladies of New 
Albany First UMC for preparing the 
food for the reception that followed the 
service and to the church for hosting 
the event.

Starkville District Leadership Training a Success   
By Rev. Embra Jackson, Starkville District Superintendent

The 110 people who attended the 2013 district 
training at Columbus First United Methodist 
Church shared positive evaluations of the train-
ing. Many said, “this was a great experience” or 
“I learned so much today.”

Some of the informative training sessions 
included Practices of a Fruitful Congregation 
taught by Rev. Raigan Miskelly, Senior Pastor of 
Columbus First UMC and Small Membership 
Churches taught by Rev. Gary Howse, Senior Pastor of Lauderdale UMC.

“We really appreciate their dedication and commitment,” said District Superintendent, Embra 
Jackson.

In addition to the training, over $500 and 40 health kits were collected.

USM’s Southern Chorale to  
Perform at Arts Under The Dome 
Coast concert series Arts Under The Dome will host 
the University of Southern Mississippi’s widely her-
alded Southern Chorale on Friday, February 8 at 7:00 
p.m. The concert is titled All American A’ Cappella and 
features works by composers Randall Thompson, Leonard Bernstein and Samuel 
Barber along with folk music, spirituals and American pop. The 58-member 
Southern Chorale is the premier touring ensemble for USM’s choral programs and 
tours both nationally and internationally. Dr. Gregory Fuller is in his thirteenth 
year as the Chorale’s director.

The venue is at First United Methodist Church on 15th Street and 24th Avenue in 
downtown Gulfport. Ticket prices are $15 for adults and $10 for students. Tickets 
are available at the door or in advance through Arts Under The Dome’s website, 
www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org. Information on this and upcoming concerts may be 
found on the website or by calling 228-863-0392 or 228-229-6851.
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New Albany District Superintendent  
Rev. John Moore and Bishop James 
Swanson.

Bishop Swanson visits with people of the 
New Albany District.

University of Southern Mississippi’s  
Southern Chorale



First ‘Calling All Men’ Gathering at Camp Lake Stephens
The United Methodist Men of Mississippi are praying that 2013 will mark the start of an overflowing of energy from men and 
boys who simply want to roll up their sleeves and get down to the business of doing the Lord’s work.    

 Planning is underway for an evening to bring together men of all ages for the first gathering of “Calling All Men - Man Up for 
Jesus” on Friday, February 15 at Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford. Men will start arriving around 5:00 p.m.  

The event will wrap up around 9:00 p.m. This is a free fellowship that includes dinner. The purpose is to re-energize the group, 
recruit new members, and give men an opportunity to identify and use their talents to benefit God’s Kingdom.  

“Our goal is to empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men within the congregations of the United Methodist Church. 
Men growing in Christ become good spiritual leaders in their homes and congregations, working with other members, their 
spouses, and congregational leaders both lay and clergy,” said Donald Beard, President of the United Methodist Men of Missis-
sippi.  

Bishop James Swanson, Sr. is preparing a message that speaks to the hearts that evening. As president of the General Commission 
on United Methodist Men, he has high expectations for the Mississippi Annual Conference UM men. Swanson says the church 
needs their gifts.

“We belong to Christ, so men, come out with new ideas and share what God is speaking into your hearts to do for the church,” 
said Bishop Swanson. He is also in prayer that at least 100 men from the Magnolia State will join him for the national gathering 
of the United Methodist Men in Nashville this summer at Belmont University, July 12-14.

The Mississippi United Methodist Men will announce later dates for two more gatherings of  “Calling All Men - Man Up for 
Jesus.” For more information, contact Donald Beard at 601-354-0515.

Announcements
Aberdeen First UMC Donating Choir Robes

Aberdeen First UMC are looking for a good home for 54 choir robes with gold and green collars.  Please contact Teresa Johnson 
at tjj401@yahoo.com if you are interested.

Cares & Concerns
Mr. Sonny Smith, spouse of Rev. Becky Smith of the 
Nanih Waiya Charge, is undergoing tests to determine 
the cause of his blood loss.  Please remember him 
when you pray.

Rev. Buddy Carroll of the Brooksville/Crawford 
Charge is undergoing surgery Tuesday, January 29.  Please keep Rev. Carroll and his wife, Carolyn in your prayers.

Raymond James Rooney, Sr., father of The Reverend Raymond James Rooney, Jr. in the Tupelo District, died in Memphis, Tenn.  
Arrangements are incomplete.  Rev. Rooney asks that his peers be in prayer for his family.

Jerome Green, son of Mrs. Barbara Johnson and step-son of Rev. William Johnson, who serves in the Kilmichael Parish Charge, 
is in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at Greenwood-Leflore Hospital with a very serious lung condition.  Green was transferred to 
ICU in Greenwood from the Tyler Holmes Memorial Hospital in Winona on Sunday, January 27.  The family asks for prayers that 
he will respond to treatment and will not require ventilator support.
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Methodist Tested Recipes
Barker’s White Beans and Shrimp 

Cut bacon across into 1/8 inch strips. Place in heavy pot. Put Trinity mix (onion, celery, bell pepper) in pot. (You can buy 
Trinity mix ready to go at grocery store.) Chop green onions and save tops for last. Put bottoms of onions in pot. Cook 
until bacon is almost crisp and Trinity mix is done. Put beans and other seasoning in pot and heat up ‘til it gets hot, then 
dump in shrimp and cook for 5 minutes more. Set off stove and let cool down. Heat and serve over rice. Keep adding a little 
crab boil ‘til you get it to your taste. Stir often or beans will burn on bottom if you are not careful. Serves 8 to 10.

 – By Larry Barker in “Trinity Treasures From the Kitchen,” published by Trinity UMC in Picayune

Employment Opportunities
• Receptionist And Media Library Secretary   The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church seeks to fill this full-
time position. Applicants should possess excellent phone and organizational skills, excellent computer skills with proficiency in 
Microsoft Office, excellent interpersonal skills and basic knowledge of The United Methodist Church. Prior receptionist/customer 
service experience is required. The position will report to Connectional Ministries Office Coordina- tor and the Director of Com-
munications and Connectional Ministries. Submit resume and cover letter by February 15 to the MS Annual Conference Office 
of Communications and Connectional Ministries ATTN: Office Coordinator 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206 or you 
may fax 601-948-5982.

• Part-Time Youth Director – United Methodist Church of the Dunes, Grand Haven, Michigan   United Methodist Church 
of the Dunes (http://umcdunes.org) is located in Grand Haven, Michigan, just west of Grand Rapids, along the shore of Lake 
Michigan. The church is seeking a part-time Youth Director who will guide and equip the youth ministry team in accomplishing 
its vision by creating and implementing initiatives that help youth embrace a deep relationship with Christ. The Church of the 
Dunes is a traditional church with a rich history of engaging worship and mission-oriented service within the community.

Church of the Dunes seeks a dynamic, caring servant-leader at the center of a team-based, multi-faceted youth ministry who pos-
sesses the following traits: 

• Consensus building between stake-holding groups 
• Communicate across generations and levels of authority
• Living out the values of Christian Life as described in the Book of Discipline 
• Demonstrate initiative to continue education and spiritual growth
 • Possess the ability to network with area youth pastors/directors

A Bachelor’s Degree or ministry-related experience and two years of experience in Christian education or youth ministry is de-
sired. All resumes can be submitted to Gail Ringelberg, Chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, SPRC.umcDunes@gmail.
com.

• Children ‘s Ministry Director-Crossgates UMC Crossgates United Methodist Church is seeking a full time person with a 
heart for ministry and children. The successful candidate will be responsible for cultivating and encouraging the spiritual growth 
of children from birth through sixth grade. It is preferable that the Children’s Ministry Director will possess a col- lege degree in 
ministry, education or music and have previous experience in ministry, education and/or music.

The Children’s Ministry Director should exhibit organizational skills as well as the spiritual gifts of hospitality, service, adminis-
tration and encouragement. The Director/Pastor shall exhibit worship leadership skills along with the ability to recruit, coordi-
nate and lead volunteers.

This member of our ministry team will have full responsibility for children’s programming including Sunday School, week- day 
programs, summer ministry, attraction events and outreach to children and families in our community.
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4 cans Blue Runner navy 
beans
1/2 lb. bacon
Trinity mix, (1 c. or more)
2 lbs. peeled shrimp 
Dash of Cajun seasoning 

1 bunch green onions
1 tsp. Zatarains liquid 
crab boil (or more) 
Dash or two of garlic 
powder



Primary area of emphasis include: 
• Recruiting and training volunteers
• Planning and faith foundation of children 
• Developing relationships with children and their families 
• Planning regular attraction events to reach new families 
• Seeking ways to serve children and families in our community

Interested applicants should send resumes to vnicholson@crossgatesumc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day 
before distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit 
Rider, so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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